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ChurCh CounCIl

Annual Meeting Extended to  
June 12th, Will Feature Budget
The Franklin Federated Church 

Annual Meeting will reconvene 
after church on Sunday, June 12, 
2016. As you will have read and 
heard, the meeting was suspended 
to allow time to review and digest 
the financial information before 
voting on the budget. The FFC 
Church Council asks all members 
to attend this important meeting. 
Child care will be provided.

The revised 12-month budget 
for fiscal year July 1, 2016 to June 
30, 2017, as previously circulated 
through email and available in 
hard copy during Church Services, 
will be presented for discussion 
and approval. There may be a 
motion and a second to discuss the 
possibility of a 6-month budget.

It is possible that someone will 
suggest tabling the budget discussion 
to discuss whether we will, for this 
year only have a 6-month budget. 
The tabled discussion regarding 
moving the Church planning and 
fiscal year back to the calendar year 
will be addressed at that time. 

The Congregation will be asked to 
either:

•	 Approve	a	twelve	(12)	month	
fiscal year budget; July 1 to June 
30, or

•	 Approve	the	switch	to	calendar	
year January 1 to December 31.
If the switch to calendar year is 

approved, the Congregation will 
be asked to approve a short fiscal 
year	budget	(July	1	to	December	31,	
2016)	to	accommodate	the	change	to	
calendar year including changing the 
Stewardship campaign to the fall.

The Church Council unanimously 
approved a recommendation to 
move the Church’s planning and 
fiscal year back to calendar year 
with a short year from July 1 to 
December 31, 2016, to accommodate 
this change.

Please contact members of the 
Church Council with any questions. 
They are Stephanie Potts, Maridee 
Kirwin, Tom Pfeifle, Allen Sawyer, 
Deb Stiffler, Colleen Hughes, Julia 
Cribby, Greg Flynn, Dennis Groleau, 
Annette Thompson, Lonnie Grillo, 
Lyn Pickhover, Sean Gianotti.

Thank you for your pledges, 
your support of the Restoration 
Campaign and your support of FFC.

— Maridee Kirwin
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SCrIpture MatterS

Revelation: Signs and Wonders!
So here’s how I’m going to run this column: I will 

hop back and forth through the Bible, starting with 
Genesis and then heading to Revelation, then going 
back to Exodus, and then Jude, then Leviticus, and so 
on, coming nearer and nearer to the center, month by 
month. Imagine a game of ping pong where the players 
get closer and closer to one another as they play. Why 
not make it fun?

So today I’m heading back into Revelation, but this 
time it’s more for the character of the book as a whole. 
When I preached on Revelation a while back, I noted 
that it’s one of the books of the Bible that appears in 
popular culture again and again. Certainly it’s been 
fodder for many scary movies and books, just based on 
the imagery. But beyond that, it’s a dream that forecasts 
big changes, and the way to those changes is through 
some terrible stuff.

It begins as a letter to the seven churches in Asia, 
full of salutations and admonitions. The seven churches 
really set the stage, because everything after them will 
be keyed to the number seven. There are seven angels 
with seven trumpets, seven bowls, a scroll with seven 
seals; and when that seventh seal is opened, as they say, 
“all hell breaks loose” in the form of the Seven Signs. 
These are found in chapters twelve through fourteen, 
and	they	are	1)	the	woman	clothed	with	the	sun,	2)	the	
expulsion	of	Satan,	3)	the	battle	between	Satan	and	the	
Son,	4)	the	rise	of	the	beast	from	the	sea,	5)	the	rise	of	
the	beast	from	the	land,	6)	the	vision	of	the	lamb,	and	

then,	finally	7)	the	vision	of	the	harvest.
Ever since this book was shared with anyone, it’s 

been invoked time and again as coming true “in our 
time.” This has been going on for generations. There is 
no reason to think ourselves unique. This will happen 
more and more as we get deeper into our presidential 
election season this year. You’re going to be hearing 
from all sorts of folks that the end is nigh! Some will 
threaten to leave our country if their candidate doesn’t 
win	(which	also	almost	never	happens).	Some	will	
assure you that the other party represents the end of 
the world. And you’ll tune into most of it with a speed 
that would have astounded the early readers of the 
book of Revelation.

I suppose I want to remind everyone that this vision 
in Revelation was written at a specific time to specific 
churches. There WERE more than seven churches in 
Asia when it was written, but Bible scholar William 
Ramsey proposed that this made perfect sense. In 
order, the churches listed in Revelation are exactly the 
churches that a courier from Patmos would encounter 
as he or she sought to distribute this letter: first 
stop would be Ephesus, then north to Smyrna and 
Pergamum,	etc.	(ABD,	V,	1143).	Check	a	Bible	map	and	
trace the route. It makes perfect sense.

But through it all, remember: people have been 
seeing these plagues and signs and wonders for a long 
time, and here we are, intact, alive and well in Christ!

— Pastor Charley

The Missions Team met on 
May 4th (left photo) to pack 

76 hygiene kits for Church World 
Service. We delivered the hygiene 
kits and 8 school kits (at right) to 
Plymouth Church in Framingham on 
May 6th.  — Deb Stiffler

CWS hygiene Kits Delivered
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SteWarDShIp

Summertime Pledge Support
What a beautiful time of year it 

is, the flowers are blooming, 
and the air is warming in anticipation 
of summer. We all look forward to 
spending time with our family and 
friends, to connect with barbeques, 
vacations and outdoor activities.

As you move into this wonderful 
time of connection, please 
remember your church family. 
Some will be away and may not 
attend many summer services, 
but will keep us in their hearts 
and prayers. Others will be here 
most Sundays and enjoy the casual 
services we share each week.

We want to ask a favor of you. 
Historically, summer is a time when 
financially FFC is thinly stretched; 
people are away and pledges are 
intermittent compared to other 

times of the year. This can cause 
a strain to our ability to pay our 
monthly	expenses	(salaries,	church	
upkeep,	and	worship	supplies).

As you reflect on your summer 
plans and your commitment to our 
church, please consider:
1)	Signing	up	for	EFT	withdrawal	

on a monthly basis for your pledge 
amount. Annette Thompson can 
assist you.
2)	Setting	up	electronic	checks	

to be sent from your account to the 
church each month
3)	Paying	in	advance	for	all	of	the	

summer or the month you are away 
so you are up to date

Thank you for your attention to 
this important part of sharing your 
time, talent and treasure with FFC!

— Stephanie Potts, FFC Treasurer

Volunteers for June Sunday Services
 June 5th 12th 19th 26th

GreeterS Tim Danielson Deb Colella Judy Palmer Laura Anderson 
 Carol Schaaf Dottie Diskin ??? ??? Jane Sveden

uSherS Brady Flynn, Aria Smits Pam Fothergill Janice Houlihan Seth Newton 
 Ryan Higgins Steve Kinson Maridee Kirwin 

CanDle lIGhterS Preschool Class Barbara Schaaf Erin Poirier Dottie Diskin 
  Carol Schaaf Deb Stiffler Darrell Oakley

DeaCon oF the Day Sean Gianotti Maridee Kirwin Tom Pfeifle 

Counter Roger Bailey John Wagner Lesa Rogers Steve Kinson

CheCKer Brenda Simoncini Barbara Wagner Chris Brown Larry Childs

lIturGISt Brady Flynn Larry Childs Jake Houlihan Maridee Kirwin

It sounds like a Girl Scout cookie, 
but it’s really a way to have 

informal summer Connect Groups. 
If you have an idea for an 

event, such as a bike ride, hike, 
day at the beach, or anything 
else, send it to the office. Include 
your name, the name and date of 
the event, time, where to meet, 
what to bring, and any other 
pertinent information. An email 
blast will go out from the office, 
and people can then sign up at 
Sign-up Central in the Parlor. 

The July and August “dinner 
out” have already been 
scheduled, so watch for sign 
up information. Eventually we’d 
like to have summer Connect 
Groups, but in the meantime 
Come-Alongs are a way to keep 
connected.

— Nancy Ross

Come-alongs!
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publICIty & outreaCh

We Have a Little Free Library!
In case you haven’t seen it yet, FFC 

is now the proud host of a Little 
Free Library, which is on the front 
lawn near the sidewalk. The library 
is a place where anyone – church 
members, neighbors or passersby – 
are encouraged to exchange books.

If you see a book that interests 
you, please take it! When you are 
finished, either bring the book back, 
or pass it on to someone else. Do 
you have books you’d like to leave 
for others to enjoy? Please do!

The library was crafted by 
Don Goddard, with installation 
assistance by Sean Comer. Sean 
and his children, Aden and Rory, 
added the plantings just in time for 
the dedication, held after worship 
on Pentecost Sunday. The library 
was a project of the Publicity & 

Outreach Team, out of a desire to 
connect with people outside of our 
walls. Having it on the front lawn 
is a visible sign that our church 
wishes to be a connected and active 
member of the community, and that 
we value literacy!

Our library is one of over 36,000 
Little Free Libraries that have 
registered with littlefreelibrary.
org. Anyone searching that site for 
a library in our area will be able to 
find us.

The Publicity & Outreach Team 

encourages you to make use of 
the library. The more the stock of 
books turns over, the more interest 
there will be. We are also placing 
a bin in the front entryway of the 
church, where you are invited to 
donate books we can use to restock 
the library as needed. Please be 
selective, and only leave books that 
are in good condition and likely to 
be popular. And thanks for your 
support!

— Tiffany Vail Miller, on behalf of  
the Publicity & Outreach team

FFC’s lIttle Free library is open for browsing. pictured are tiffany Vail 
Miller, Don Goddard, Sean Comer, and Charley eastman. 
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StuDent MInISter’S MeSSaGe

Next Steps for Sarah
Hello everyone, this is Sarah Sund-Lussier. 

I’m happy to report that I graduated from 
Andover Newton Theological School after 6 
years	(thanks	to	the	wonderful	support	of	my	
family).	I	miss	you	all	and	I’m	really	looking	
forward to seeing you in July when I come to 
guest preach.
The	next	step	for	me	is	to	do	CPE	(Clinical	

Pastoral	Education)	which	is	working	as	a	
chaplain	in	a	hospital	(or	other	setting).	I	will	
most likely do an extended unit, which means 
I will continue to work full time and do a part-
time chaplaincy program from September to next April. I’m not sure yet 
where I will be doing that, so I’d appreciate your prayers that I would find 
the right placement.

That is the last educational requirement for ordination that I need to 
complete for the UCC. I still need to present my ordination paper to the 
Central Association Committee on Ministry, which I’m planning to do 
in the fall. That paper is written already, but I’m sure I will be editing it 
over the summer. Once I successfully defend my paper, an Ecclesiastical 
Council will be scheduled at Hadwen Park Church, where the local church 
representatives will vote on whether I should be ordained pending a call to 
a church.

Thanks again for all that you have given me, including the wonderful 
stole and financial gift I received on my last Sunday.

See you soon!  — Sarah Sund-Lussier

 June birthdays
 2 Jennifer Hobbs
 3 Julie Gorman
	 5	 Steve	Kinson
 7 Melinda Sawyer
 8 Ameline Eastman  

Gregory Patt
 9 Michael Slason
 11 Kayla SanClemente
 13 Dayle Maltais
 14 Lonnie Grillo 

Bernice Logan
	15	 Josephine	Medal 

Tonya SanClemente
 16 Julie Miller
 17 Arthur Morell 

Lily Poirier
 18 Andrea White
 19 Nicole Guzinski
 20 Carol Malachowski
 24 George Foster 

Jessica Roeber
	25	 Tony	Rogers
 June anniversaries
 10 Hope & Roger Bailey
 12 Lois & George Foster
 21 Susy Affleck-Childs & Larry 

Childs
 23 Dottie & Don Goddard
	25	 Nancy	&	Glenn	Ross
 26 Deb & Gary Stiffler
Email greg@covalentdesign.com  
to see your birthday and 
anniversary dates in 
Connections.

Minister’s hours Pastor Charley 
Eastman is available Sunday to 
Thursday, with days off on Friday 
and Saturday. 

Members of FFC joined Frank 
and Shirley Bennett to 

celebrate Saville’s 106th birthday 
on May 4th. They were joined 
by several family members, 
some who traveled here from 
Canada, including Saville’s two 
younger sisters. What a wonderful 
celebration of this amazing lady!

happy 106th birthday to Saville bennett
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This summer while you’re 
cleaning out your garage, 

closets, and attic, please remember 
to put aside any wonderful 
treasures we can sell at our annual 
Rummage Sale on Saturday, October 
15th, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

We WIll GlaDly aCCept	(starting	the	
first week of October — no donations 
now,	please)	items	including	books,	CDs,	
DVDs,	clothing,	pocketbooks,	lamps,	
holiday items, household bric-a-brac, 
non-upholstered furniture, toys, working 

electronics, jewelry, collectibles 
and antiques. 

We Cannot aCCept cribs, 
car seats, encyclopedias, skis, 

computers and monitors, large exercise 
equipment, stuffed animals, televisions, 
and anything stained, torn, broken or 
chipped.

If you are interested in joining our 
Rummage Sale team, please contact Lesa 
Rogers	at	508-533-5132	or	Lesa.Rogers@
comcast.net. We could really use your 
help! — Lesa Rogers

ruMMaGe Sale

Don’t Throw it Out Yet! Save it, and Save the Date

ConneCt GroupS

Thank You, Connect 
Group Leaders
The most recent Winter-Spring session marked the 

8th semester of the small groups that FFC calls 
Connect Groups.

Committed leaders and special interests merge and 
a Connect Group is born. Put them all together and 
another semester of great group connections happens. 
Sincere thanks is extended to these Connect Group 
leaders — your commitment is a wonderful thing.

Special interests that were shared included book 
groups	(morning	and	evening),	a	writing	group,	a	
family group that met to walk their puppies, groups 
that met for Scrabble, scrapbooking, party games and 
appetizers, a beer group that researched and sampled 
craft beer, and also crafted their own, and a group that 
met to attend and discuss movies.  — Jane Sveden

From left standing: Deb Stiffler, Doug Leenhouts, 
Karen leenhouts, bob Miller, tiffany Vail-Miller 
and larry Childs; seated: nancy ross and laura 
anderson. Missing from photo: Dottie Diskin, 
Jeannette Gianotti, lyn pickhover and lesa rogers.

FFC turns back the clock for summer Sundays! our 9 a.m. summer worship schedule begins July 3rd.

SaturDay
OCTOBER 

15


