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ChurCh CounCIl

Six-Month Budget Approved, 
Fiscal Year Changed
Thank you to everyone who 

attended the Annual Meeting 
in May and the reconvened Annual 
Meeting on June 12, 2016. 

During the reconvened meeting 
the congregation voted to establish 
the fiscal year based on the calendar 
year, from January 1st to December 
31st each year. The Congregation also 
voted to establish a six-month budget 
based on the bare-bones budget that 
was disseminated in early June. 

There are and were two benefits to 
approving a six-month budget, which 
covers July to December 2016. This 
action allows Franklin Federated 
Church to realign the budget with 
the fiscal year. The six-month 
budget provides an opportunity to 
carefully monitor costs while trying 
to reduce the deficit. Future issues 
of Connections will have a monthly 
status report of income versus 
expenses.

Yes, we voted and approved a 
deficit, bare-bones budget. In the 
fall FFC will have a Stewardship 
Campaign for 2017. All of us will 
need to help make the fundraisers 
successful. They are the 4th of July 
Booth on the Common, the fall 
Rummage Sale, and the Christmas 
Concert. Our support can make a 
difference to the success of each of 
them. They also offer valuable outlets 
to the community. Who does not like 
strawberry shortcake, a great bargain 
or the joy of Christmas bells?

Council asks everyone, if at all 
possible, to remain current with 
pledges this summer. While we 
have a line of credit at the Church’s 
bank, we would like to minimize its 
use while meeting FFC’s summer 
obligations. 

Thank you for caring and for your 
commitment to FFC. 

— Maridee Kirwin

Yikes! Whoa! A-ho! Did you forget? We have UCC dues, due!
Every UCC member is expected to pay $20.20 each year to cover 

the cost of the conference dues ($18.55) and association dues ($1.65). 
Please put your check with “UCC Dues” on the memo line, in the 

offering plate. Stay tuned for information about changes to our conference 
dues (changing from Conference Dues to United Church Missions) 
coming up in a future Connections article. — Colleen Hughes-Paterno

Calling All uCC Members

W
W

W
.M

A
SS

VA
C

A
ti

o
N

.C
o

M



church news

Connections july 20162

MISSIonS

O’s to Grow On
Missions would like to thank Lisa Wallace and 

her two great kids, Caitlyn and Matthew. They 
helped carry boxes of Cheerios to be loaded into the 
Goddard’s truck and mine. 

On Monday, June 27th, bright and early, Don, Dottie 
and I drove in to The Boston Medical Center to deliver 
336 boxes to Troy, Superintendent of the Grow Clinic. 
He was very grateful!

The Grow Clinic gives out 50 boxes of Cheerios a 
day — if they have them. We gave enough to provide 
enough Cheerios for almost 7 days. If we could get 
64 more boxes, we could provide an additional day! 
PLEASE continue to watch the stores for those sales! 
Our next trip to the Grow Clinic will be in December 
or January. 

Members of the Missions Team will be touring the 
new facilities of the Grow Clinic later this summer. 
Please let Deb Stiffler know if you are interested in 
going with us! — Deb Stiffler

ConneCt GroupS

Don’t You Just Love a Parade?
Connect Group leaders are part of a veritable 

parade. When Connect Leaders all get together 
to kick off another semester of Connect Groups, all 
are playing different tunes, but all are marching to the 
same beat, and all end up at the same place.

• Do you have a skill or interest that you would like 
to share?

• Do you have a passion that you ignore because you 
think you don’t have time to explore it?

• Is there a skill or interest that you would like to 
learn about with other interested FFC folks?

If any of these questions resonate with you, then you 
have exactly what’s needed to lead a Connect Group.

Connect Group leaders help to create an 8-10 week 
opportunity for good times, new skills, or a chance to 
revisit old skills, camaraderie, and, always, an enriching 
prayer experience. The added bonus is that the subject 
or topic of each group is often a topic of the leader’s 
own creation.

Please consider leading a Connect Group today and 
contact the office to express your interest at franklin.
federated@gmail.com or 508-528-3803.

You may also contact anyone on the Welcome 
Ministry: Dottie Diskin, Paulina Tang, Bob Miller, Susy 
Affleck-Childs, Maridee Kirwin, Nancy Ross, or Jane 
Sveden.  — Jane Sveden
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SCrIpture MAtterS

Exodus 15: The Song of Moses (and Miriam Too!)
As I prepare for an exodus of my own with my 

family around Europe this summer, I get to sit 
down and think a bit about the book of Exodus. It’s the 
tale of the Israelites forty-year road trip through the 
desert, the wastes, the mid-bar (wilderness) on their 
way to Israel. It’s a book with a lot of laws and rules, but 
it also features a few fast-paced stories: one of them, of 
course, is the tale of the pursuit, the flight from Egypt, 
and the way that God stretched out a hand to save the 
people. 

I don’t need to debate whether it was THE Red 
Sea or A “reed” sea, it was still a miraculous thing to 
be saved from a pursuing army. The rag-tag band of 
runaways from Egypt surely must have felt delivered 
by God in the moment that they were able to get away. 
Scholars have tried to justify this by saying, “well, of 
course the chariots got stuck, they were heavier than 
the runaways, who were only on foot.” Again, I don’t 
really care, and I’ll bet they didn’t either. The point was, 
they got away! They got away with something, and they 
got away to somewhere new. It must have felt amazing 
to be liberated. 

So amazing, that, just as happens in a musical 
theater production, at the end of the chase, Moses and 
Miriam break into song! It’s probably one of the oldest 
parts of the entire Hebrew Bible, and it was passed 
along orally for many years before it was codified and 
written into scripture … however, it is not as old as the 
poem that comes after it in Exodus 15. 

See, the oldest of the oldest fragments of scripture 
that exist in our world are of Exodus 15 … verses 20-
21! That’s right, in fact, the song of Moses is quoting 
the Song of Miriam, which was probably created right 
around the time of the events they describe. But the 
authors turned it around and made it the song of 
Moses, adding Miriam’s song as an afterthought, as if 
she were the one copying him. 

Isn’t that usually the way of it? 

There’s a funny old saying, “Behind every great man 
is a great woman.” It’s funny to our ears now, because 
it’s not really true: there have been great men without 
women, and there have certainly been women who 
have deservedly stepped out of the shadows cast by the 
patriarchy to shine their own greatness to the world. 
And they’ve done it, at times, from within systems like 
the one that put the book of Exodus together, in spite of 
the ways they were preempted or cast aside. 

Scholars now believe that Moses is quoting Miriam, 
and the reason Moses does so is that it is good to 
have things written in the name of Moses. He’s 
famous, right? His name lends an air of credibility and 
excitement to the subject. An air of derring-do: this is 
the prophet that killed an Egyptian guard for abusing 
an Israeli servant. This is the prophet who himself 
was floated down river in a reed basket. This is the 
prophet that led the people out of Egypt. No wonder 
the scriptures have made the Song of Moses more 
important than the Song of Miriam. 

Which is fine for back then. But now we need to 
make sure the songs of our sisters are sung as loud as 
the songs of our brothers. Creation is indeed awesome 
in its diversity, and I am grateful for the way we have 
moved past some of the barriers to participation in 
ministry and work that we have moved past. There’s 
still a long way to go though. 

When I hear the songs of Moses and Miriam, I am 
inspired by the poetry, and impressed by the imagery. 
But I’m also aware of a “slight (sic) of hand” that 
transpired somewhere in time. Women may not have 
been priests in Moses’s time, but they were certainly 
inspiring, and leading the congregation in song was a 
very real occupation they would have held. I thank God 
for Miriam, and for Moses, and for the celebration in 
this poetry at a great escape. 

Regards, 
Charley 
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ConneCt GroupS

Summer Outing Planned: A Jazzy Come Along!
Do you enjoy the music and the 

celebratory worship of our 
annual Jazz Worship Sunday? Treat 
yourself to hearing Willie Sordillo 
and his ensemble during a special 
summer Come Along gathering at Old 
South Church at 645 Boylston Street 
in Boston on Thursday, July 28th. 

The service starts at 6 p.m. 
and includes worship jazz music 
along with a pastoral message and 

congregational singing. At the end 
of the service, you can enjoy the 
delights of summertime Boston or 
join with others of us at the nearby 
Papa Razzi restaurant around the 
corner from Old South Church on 
Newbury Street. 

Several FFC members who made 
this trip a few years ago still recall 
the fun and the toe-tapping of that 
evening. 

Depending upon your 
whereabouts that afternoon, we will 
meet you at Old South Church or 
here in Franklin to car pool or take 
the train in together. 

For planning purposes, please 
contact Susy Affleck-Childs at 
susyac@comcast.net or 508-520-
9611 to let us know if you are in for 
this fun event! 

— Susy Affleck-Childs

Volunteers for July Sunday Services
 July 3rd 10th 17th 24th 31St

GreeterS Maridee Kirwin Nancy Ross Michelle Smits Maridee Kirwin  
   Dottie Diskin  

uSherS Maridee Kirwin  Maridee Kirwin  Deb Stiffler 
 Cami Fisk  Rebecca Ballinger  

deACon oF the dAy Sean Gianotti Sean Gianotti Bonnie Sousa Karen Leenhouts Seth Newton

Counter Susy Affleck-Childs John Wagner Annette Thompson Allen Sawyer Roger Bailey

CheCker Michelle Smits Al Wahlers Dave Sveden Seth Newton Brenda Simoncini

lIturGISt Colleen Hughes-Paterno Maridee Kirwin Steve Kinson  

Stephen MInIStry

You Are Invited to Attend
These words generally refer to something very 

special, and FFC is preparing a celebration! 
On August 24, 2016, two new Stephen Ministers will 

be commissioned during our worship service.
Dottie Diskin and Dennis Groleau have been 

faithfully participating in 20 weeks of Stephen 
Ministry Training and will be ready to begin 
providing care very soon.

Please plan to come to worship 
that day to congratulate them 
on their accomplishment and 
encourage them as they begin their new roles as 
Stephen Ministers. 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ” — Galatians 6:2

— Pastor Charley Eastman and Marilyn Sutcliffe

M I N I S T R Y
STEPHEN
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ConneCt GroupS

Have You Tried One? 
The Welcome Ministry is 

once more planning the Fall 
Connect Groups. We are here, 
there and everywhere seeking 
ideas, leaders and more. Locations, 
activities, involvement and talent 
will be announced in the future. 

We might have an old movie 
group looking at a Western like The 
Searchers or Shane, a film noir like 
The Killers and Double Indemnity, 
a classic romance like Casablanca 
or the original Sabrina, an action 
film, like the original King Kong 
or Die Hard, and of course a war 
movie or wartime movie such as 
Saving Private Ryan or American 
Sniper and a political movie like 
Manchurian Candidate. How could 
we forget a musical, Gigi, Singing in 
the Rain, Dirty Dancing or…? You 
have the answer, we have the time. 

Have you seen coloring books 
everywhere? Can we make one? 
Make a collage and trace pricking 
holes in the paper and rubbing 
chalk over them like the Sistine 

Chapel and have your own pages to 
color. Bring an image to share, or 
say, “I only color with orange.”

Did you grow up on a coffee 
plantation? Are you a coffee or tea 
fiend? Do you want the sweetest, 
strongest, most flavorful coffee or 
tea? We could try drinking tea, 
coffee and cocoa learning how they 
are grown, their impact on Europe, 
Africa, Sri Lanka and India and how 
they impacted the economy. We 
could be connoisseurs. Share your 
passion, make the cocoa that is so 
fine you go, “More and more.”

How long has it been since 
you read a comic book or anime? 
Libraries have them and we could 
read some or see where the world of 
fantasy can be found. Do you want 
to write a story, why not one to 
illustrate? 

You are the motor that makes it 
happen by participating, leading, 
etc. Stay tuned, more follows in 
August. Get connected at FFC.

— Maridee Kirwin

 July Birthdays
 1 Suzanne Collazzo
 5 John Tennant
 10 Isabel Ballinger 

Nancy Purdy
 11 Robert Biagi, Sr.
 13 Francis A. Bennett 

Katie Hopper
 14 Robert Biagi, Jr.
 15 Lauren Kelly 

Karen Leenhouts
 17 Charlotte Colella
 21 Barbara Wagner
 26 Marc Stiffler
 27 Michael Rogers
 28 Deborah Colella
 29 Lesa Rogers
 July Anniversaries
 2 Nancy & Arthur Morell
 3 Linnea & Michael Slason
 11 Anita & Mike Kelly
 16 Sue & Steve Kinson
 19 Marci & Brian Madison
 20 Alison & Bill Wallace
 21 Brenda & Mike Kelly
 22 Sue & Dan Woodman
 26 Debbie & Rich Holleran
Email greg@covalentdesign.com  
to see your birthday and 
anniversary dates in Connections.

the front of the church is getting a welcome safety 
(and visually appealing) upgrade, thanks to your 

generous pledges to the FFC Restoration Campaign. 
Demolition and reconstruction of the old, damaged 

steps and landings at both front entrances began in late 
June. the crew from Jt Contracting in Foxboro (at 
left) should finish the job in July. Check next month’s 
Connections for an update.  — Greg Flynn

restoration Campaign project: Steps in the right direction


