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Once again on October 23rd, 
we will collect an offering 

that focuses on needs in the 
United States and Puerto Rico, 
by supporting programs from the 
American Baptist Churches, USA 
(ABC), and the United Church of 
Christ (UCC). 

We call it FFC for the USA!
We will donate half of what is 

collected to ABC’s America for 
Christ offering and half to the 
UCC’s Neighbors in Need offering. 

The themes “Discipleship: Becoming 
More Like Christ” (ABC) and “This 
We Believe: No Child Should Go 
To Bed Hungry” (UCC) focus on 
our mandate to engage and be 
compassionate to all, as Christ did. 

This offering provides support 
for life-changing ministries dealing 
with justice, advocacy, direct 
service, peace, health, voting 
rights, environment, immigration, 
American Indian Ministries, and so 
much more. 

If there is hunger or any kind 
of injustice anywhere, it is up to 
US to “prepare our hearts to give 
and serve”, to become “More Like 
Christ” and to believe that “No 
Child Should Go to Bed Hungry.” 

Please take time to read the 
informational bulletin inserts in 
October. And please, give out of 
your abundance as you are able on 
October 23rd. 

— Nancy Ross

MISSIonS

FFC for the USA Offering
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RuMMage Sale

Bring out your stuff! Donation deadline is Oct. 8th
Hopefully, you have begun 

cleaning those closets and 
have already made a donation to the 
Rummage Sale. 

If not, don’t worry as you still have 
time! We are accepting donations 
until October 8th. Don’t forget to let 
your co-workers and neighbors know 
about the sale as well and how they 
can help with donations.

Please note that we will be 
holding a collection for toiletry 
items (shampoo, soap, toothpaste, 
deodorant etc.) the day of the sale 
for the Franklin Food Pantry. Please 
bring something with you to help 
them out the day of the sale. 

It’s fundraising and mission work 
all rolled up into one BIG event. In 
fact, we will be using some of the 
proceeds from the rummage sale 
for specific missions we are already 
involved in. At the end of the sale, 
we will once again be collecting 
specific clothing items to go to 
City Reach and baskets and floral 
glassware for HMEA to benefit their 
adult program that employs disabled 
adults. They run a florist in Plainville.

So, keep packing up those unused 
working electronics, gently worn 
clothing, jewelry, toys, CDs, records 
and DVDs, holiday items, tools, 
household items and books. The 

more information you can give us 
about any unique items will make 
it easier for us to price. If you are 
donating an electronic item, please 
put a note on it letting us know if it 
is new or how old it is.

Donated items can be dropped 
off and put outside the kitchen 
door. We ask that items be dropped 
off before 5 p.m. each day so that 
they can be brought inside. Items 
left outside overnight sometimes 
disappear. If you have antiques or 
something of more value, please 
contact Lesa Rogers at 508-282-
0868 to arrange a drop-off time.

We still need volunteers to sort 
clothing, price household items, 
games, baskets, pocketbooks, 
sporting goods, and much more. 

Someone is at church on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday nights 
from 6:30 to 9-ish and after service 
on Sunday. We could also use help 
with bringing items in from outside a 
couple of nights during the week and 
moving boxes to our storage unit. 

In addition, help is always needed 
the day of the sale for set up (7 – 9 a.m.),  
selling and monitoring (9 a.m. – 2 p.m.), 
and clean up (2 – 4 p.m.-ish). A sign-
up sheet will be posted in the parlor. 
Please sign up so we know how many 
people we can count on.

FFC Rummage Sale
Saturday, october 15th 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
IteMS aCCepted

Books, CDs, DVDs, Records, 
Clothing, Lamps, Holiday items, 
Household bric-a-brac, Small 
Non-upholstered Furniture, 
Toys, Electronics, Jewelry, Tools 
and Antiques. 

IteMS not aCCepted

Cribs, Car seats, Encyclopedias, 
Skis, Computers, TVs, 
Upholstered Furniture, Large 
Exercise Equipment, Stuffed 
Animals, and anything stained, 
torn, or broken.

Don’t forget, if you know of any 
students in need of Community 
Service hours, please note that the 
hours spent helping with the sale 
can be used towards that goal. We 
will be happy to provide a letter for 
the student stating same.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Lesa Rogers by email at 
lesa.rogers@comcast.net, Dayle 
Maltais by phone/text at 617-906-
1383, or Chris Brown by email at 
cpannibrown@gmail.com.

— Lesa Rogers

Shaw’s Stamps, Farberware, and the 2017 Rummage Sale No, the date is not wrong! We’re planning 
ahead. If you shop at Shaw’s, any extra stamps you collect will be used for new cookware to be given to the 
2017 rummage sale. Place stamps in the box under the white board in the Sanctuary. — Marilyn Sutcliffe
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StewaRdShIp

Kicking off a Fall Stewardship Pledge Campaign

deaConS’ CoRneR

Do you ever wonder who we are and who they are?

Okay, so we know it hasn’t been 
that long since you made your 

last pledge. We know that many of 
you read the above bold title of this 
article and thought “What! Already! 
Again!” And, we know that some of 
you may even have just rolled your 
eyes and cringed. 

But we say, Wait, Wait, Wait! It’s 
not that bad, honestly! It’s just that, 
well, your last pledge to the annual 
budget only needs to be paid down 
through December (See Maridee 
Kirwin’s article from September 
Connections). This one picks up in 
January and will continue through 
December of 2017. This upcoming 
pledge drive is just our fun, little 
way of bringing our church back to 
a calendar financial year (January-

December) instead of a fiscal year 
(July-June). Yippee do dah, aren’t we 
having fun! 

Ah, there now, feeling better? 
Is the blood pressure returning to 
normal? Is the headache lessening? 
Are you starting to take back all those 
awful words you used to describe us 
as you read the title of this article? 
Deep breath…3, 2, 1. You’re back to 
your happy place, aren’t you?

And we’re right there with you, 
on that fluffy, heavenly cloud…with 
your pledge card and pen in hand. 
Go ahead and fill out the card. 
What’s that you say? You want to 
increase your pledge by 5%? Oh, you 
said 10%. Wow, you want to double 
you pledge! Hey, who are we to stop 
you. I mean, it’s your happy place. 

You should do what feels good. 
Speaking of feeling good, 

be sure to attend worship on 
October 30th, November 6th, and 
November 13th to hear members 
of our congregation offer personal 
testimonies of why they give 
to Franklin Federated Church. 
Then, be sure to join us again 
on November 20th, Stewardship 
Sunday to return your pledge card 
and enjoy the Pot-Luck in the 
dining room that will follow. 

It’s all good, folks! 
Stay happy! Give joyfully!

— The Stewardship Team

Charley had an interesting 
sermon about the rich man 

and Lazarus using the term, “those 
people.” I have been reflecting on 
how we care for each other and 
ways that we reach out and ways 
that we might seem indifferent. 
This has been a year of injuries, 
illness, being homebound, hospital 
stays and moments of renewal, 
commitment, the new Stephen 
Ministers, and so much more. 

How can we reach out and let 
people know that we are aware of their  
absence? How do we talk about death 

and dying? How do we talk about 
planning, so there are guardians for 
children, ways to help each other and  
acknowledgement that each person  
matters? One way is the meal program, 
where you sign up online, when a 
request is made and provide a meal.

If I am homebound, am I forgotten? 
Notes come from the Caring Ministry 
and friends; would it help to have a 
telephone call, to be offered a ride, or  
asked for coffee? Would I want a visitor? 
Would you? Each of us is different, 
yet, are we not part of the world? 

Sometimes it is easy to write a 

check and much harder to give of 
ourselves, our time and our care. 
Sometimes a call is what we can 
offer and it is a lifeline. 

As we experience this year, 
the promise of Christ’s birth, the 
passion and the resurrection, new 
affirmands and more I will try, as I 
hope you will, to think about those 
people we are they. Please consider 
how you would feel, what you might 
do and how we can live our lives as 
followers of Christ through prayer, 
stories and being witnesses to life. 

— Maridee Kirwin

Stewardship Sunday is nov. 20th. 
Pledge cards will be mailed during 
the first week of November.
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 october Birthdays
 8 Alice Young
 9 Suzanne Kinson
 10 Sandy Dumart  

Sandy Hunter
 11 Linnea Slason
 13 Daniel Ballinger
 15 Larry Childs
 17 “Mike” Wahlers
 18 Diane Cleaves
 19 Grace Newton  

Gary Stockbridge
 20 Jessica Tennant
 21 Stephen Kelly
 24 Phyllis Dempsey 

Marilyn Sutcliffe
 25 Donald Dauley
 26 Kristine (Hobbs) Desmarais

 october anniversaries
 10 Cheryl & David Hobbs
 12 Stephanie & Gregory Lewis
 24 Mireille & Charley Eastman
 25 Kathy & Mike Danielson
 25 Tonya & Ed SanClemente
 28 Donna & Maurice Goulet

Email greg@covalentdesign.com  
to see your birthday and 
anniversary dates in Connections.

welCoMe MInIStRy

Let’s go to the Boar’s Head Festival

The Welcome Ministry invites 
you to an exciting event this 

coming January. Save the date!
what IS It? The Boar’s Head 

Festival is a dramatization of the 
Epiphany story. This long-standing 
Springfield-area tradition is an 
elaborate production with singers, 
dancers, music, live animals and 
more!

when? The weekend of January 
13th, 14th, and 15th. There are 
multiple shows and we can choose 
one based upon FFC interest and 
availability.

the CoSt? Adults are $25 and 
children are $15. Not recommended 
for children under the age of 4.

Tickets sell out quickly, so we 
would need to purchase them by 
November 1st.

wheRe? Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Springfield, 
MA. 

Please RSVP by October 15th to 
the FFC church office or Paulina 
Teng at paulinateng@hotmail.com.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Paulina Teng at the email 
above or at (339) 222-8581. For more 
event information, visit: http://
trinityspringfield.org/wp/?page_
id=4958 

We hope you are able to make this 
fun church outing!

— The Welcome Ministry

“o” in one
Thank you to Roger Bailey and 
the golfers who donated 20 
boxes of Cheerios at our annual 
golf outing on Saturday, Sept. 
24th, at Holliston’s Pinecrest 
Golf Club. Congrats to the team 
of Allen Sawyer, Dan Ballinger, 
Doug Bailey and Sandra Martin, 
who finished in second place.
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SCRIptuRe MatteRS

Leviticus: rulings & regulations & sabbaticals, oh my!
Time for one of those feel-good books of the Bible, 

good old Leviticus. What? Not feeling so good 
about Leviticus? Well, let’s examine that.

The Book of Leviticus is an important part of the 
Hebrew Bible and our Old Testament. This book is 
one of the Big Five that comprise the Torah, the first 
five books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy.

To my mind, Leviticus is about trying to establish 
the Jewish faith, its practices, and the means for people 
to live in ancient Israel. It was obviously written in part 
by someone with a big concern for how the priesthood 
and faith life of these folks would be administered. The 
upshot is that this book has a lot of rules. Rules that 
were essential to surviving desert life on the banks of 
rivers with lots of hostile people nearby.

The behavior codes found in Leviticus are not unique, 
however. They resemble other behavior codes from other 
ancient peoples near them at that time. What sounds 
incredibly harsh to our modern ears is certainly, in part, 
a result of being of a particular time and place.

On the other hand, without Leviticus, we would 
miss out on the manners of practices of Yom Kippur, 
the Day of Atonement (Lev. 23:26-32) and the Festival of 
Booths, Sukkoth (Lev. 23:33-44) or the Year of Jubilee, 
when debts were forgiven and prisoners were set free 
(Lev. 25).

Well fine for Jewish folks, you might say, but 
what has that to do with us? Well, considering your 
savior Jesus Christ identified as a Jew from birth 

through death, you might want to reconsider. If it was 
important to him, then it should be important to us, on 
a level. Certainly it might help us to better understand 
and respect the customs and practices of our Jewish 
Friends.

We adopted one such practice. At the beginning of 
Chapter 25, the book of Leviticus details the rules for 
Sabbatical, a practice I will be engaging in next year. 
Originally an agricultural practice, the dictate was to 
work the fields six years, and then on the seventh, to 
give them a rest for rejuvenation. That’s nearly what 
I’m doing, though it will be my eighth year, rather than 
my seventh. But I too am looking forward to a time of 
renewal to be able to serve you all better.

Sometimes when we mention clergy Sabbaticals, 
someone will pipe up and say, “I wish I had a Sabbatical.” 
And sometimes someone will answer them with, “Sure, 
but you’re not on call 24/7 like the pastor is.”

I disagree. We SHOULD all get a sabbatical. It’s 
biblical and it makes good sense to give everyone a 
three-month period to rest and relearn in order to 
come back fresher and empowered for your work. 
When I work how to best present that to your boss…I’ll 
let you know.

In the meantime, I am grateful that we will engage 
in this ancient practice. Read the passages I outlined 
above for more information about the words Moses 
brought from God in Leviticus. It’s not only rules and 
regulations. It’s foundational to our shared faith.

— Pastor Charley

Veggies on a dime Thanks to all who “dropped some dimes” in tubes for the 
Community Harvest Project in Grafton. Each dime-filled tube provides one week’s worth 
of veggies for one person in need, via the Worcester Food Bank. There are tubes in a 
basket just inside the front door if you would like to fill one, or another! — Nancy Ross
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Returning to us after a two-year  

hiatus, the amazing

Performing an arrangement of  

Winter & Christmas melodies

New England Ringers

Sponsor/Donation Form

donoR/CoMpany naMe

addReSS

CIty State ZIp

ContaCt naMe 

eMaIl 

phone 

Advertise your business through various sponsorship levels 
as listed below (circle one):

Platinum Sponsor $ 150 (4 complimentary tickets)

Gold Sponsor $ 125 (3 complimentary tickets)

Silver Sponsor $ 100 (2 complimentary tickets)

Brass Sponsor $ 75 (1 complimentary ticket)

Amount enclosed: $

Checks should be made out to the Franklin Federated Church. 

All Sponsors will receive recognition in the concert 
program, on the church website and on the church 
Facebook page. Please include address where complimentary 
tickets should be mailed, if different than listed.

If you are interested in sponsoring this beautiful event 
please give your completed sponsorship form to a member 
of the Christmas Concert Team, or mail donations to:

Franklin Federated Church
Attn: Christmas Concert
171 Main Street
Franklin, MA 02038

To guarantee inclusion in printed materials, donations 
must be made prior to November 13, 2016. Please enclose 
this form with your donation as well as a business card.

Email hughespaterno@gmail.com with questions.
Franklin Federated Church is a registered non-profit 

organization. Thank you for supporting the Franklin 
Federated Church.

— Maridee Kirwin, Debby Bergstrom,  
Annette Thompson, Colleen Hughes-Paterno

Franklin Federated Church
Presents This Year’s AnnualChristmas Concert

Tickets ($15) are on sale at the church on Sunday or by calling the church office at (508) 528-3803.
We look forward to seeing you, your family, and your friends at this special Christmas celebration.

••
Saturday, November 26, 2016 • 7:30 p.m.

171 Main Street, Franklin, MA
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Volunteers for October Sunday Services
 oCt. 2nd 9th 16th 23Rd 30th

gReeteRS Laura Anderson Maridee Kirwin Nancy Ross Laura Anderson Jane Sveden 
 Dottie Diskin Carol Schaaf Jane Sveden  Paulina Teng

uSheRS Janice Houlihan Brenda Simoncini Marilyn Sutcliffe Rebecca Ballinger Steve Kinson 
 Maridee Kirwin  Janice Houlihan Marilyn Sutcliffe Laurie Wesman

Candle lIghteRS Carol Schaaf Bonnie Sousa Missions Team Erin Poirier Dottie Diskin 
 Deb Stiffler Katherin Weir  Lesa Rogers Darrell Oakley

deaCon oF the day Sean Gianotti Pam Fothergill Karen Leenhouts Maridee Kirwin Bonnie Sousa

CounteR Steve Kinson Susy Affleck-Childs Dave Sveden John Wagner Allen Sawyer

CheCkeR Chris Brown Amanda Jackson Michelle Smits Barbara Wagner Annette Thompson

lItuRgISt Steve Kinson Amanda Jackson Missions Team Mireille Eastman Susy Affleck-Childs

youth gRoup

Froyo get to know YO!
The youth group is off to a sweet 

start!
Who could resist reconnecting 

and welcoming new members with 
a meet up at Froyo World? Such 
fine dining is the trademark of this 
upscale, fancy, “members only” 
group (sarcasm). 

And we’re just beginning! We’ll 
be certain to feast on pizza, bagels, 
Skittles, and the occasional Cake 
Bar cupcakes throughout the year. 
Oh, such exquisite taste. 

What could be more amazing? 
Oh yeah, the members themselves 
(not sarcasm)! They’re a delight, a 
delicacy, a refreshing banquet of 
wisdom and kindness. And they’ve 
been hoping you’ll join them.

Sooo, if you are in grade 7 – 12 
consider yourself invited and 

welcomed, and be sure to take part 
in this awesome ministry because... 
Youth Group is a pure treat!

Youth Group meets every 1st 
and 3rd Sunday of the month at 

9:15a.m in the Youth Group Room. 
Contact Colleen Hughes-Paterno at 
hughespaterno@gmail.com or call 
Bob Miller at (508) 553-9085.

— Colleen Hughes-Paterno
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MInISteR’S MeSSage

Would you consider helping to lead in worship?
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and 
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and 
to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit…All these are activated by one and the same 
Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.”   — 1 Corinthians 12:4-8, 11

Have you been missing our Student Ministers?
I know I have. From Bruce to Dan to Sarah, 

they have had such an impact on our lives together at 
Franklin Federated Church. There are days when I wish 
they were ALL here.

In truth, they came for learning, and they received 
it. We ministered to them as ably as we could, and they 
ministered to us in kind. Some of the things they did 
for us involved visitation, program creation, meeting 
attendance, and crafting and leading in worship.

Leading in worship…something that we think of as 
generally the province of the ministers, ordained or 
student, to carry out on our behalf.

But of course, the reality is that the word “Liturgy” 
comes from the Latin Liturgia, which means nothing 
other than “The work of the people.” Of the people. Not 
of the ministers. It’s for you, and it should be from you 
too, when it can be.

Is everyone ready to jump up and lead worship? Of 
course not. Not everyone. Not everyone loves public 
speaking. Some folks imagine having everyone turning 
to them as the low point of any day.

Some. But not all.
Truth is, some of our folks are very talented in 

leading worship, but the fact is, with a steady flow of 
Student Ministers to call on, we haven’t been relying on 
folks as much as maybe we should. And now more than 
ever, since we are without a student minister this year, 

and facing uncertain prospects for next year. I hope we 
WILL have student ministers again, but that should not 
prevent you from contributing.

SO: Would you consider helping to lead in worship? 
This opportunity goes above and beyond serving 
as Liturgist (reading the Call to Worship and the 
Scriptures).

How about the Children’s Message? I have lots of 
resources for you to draw from, and I’d be happy to 
work with someone in developing these messages. You 
don’t have to use the Magic Bag and come up with 
ideas on the spot: not everyone is good at improv. But 
I’d love to hear more voices bringing wisdom to our 
(and MY) kids.

What about the Sermon? If we truly are a Priesthood 
of All Believers, then sometimes we ought to hear from 
others. Folks who don’t all look and sound like I do. We 
need to hear from women and men at different points 
in their lives, and with different views. Mine is not the 
only voice. Ideally, I’d love to have a lay preacher bring 
a message once a month.

Let me know if you’d be willing to contribute to 
these two ministries, the Children’s Message and/or 
the Sermon. I’d love to hear from you, and together we 
could represent more of the diversity of opinions and 
lives in our congregation. Think about it.

Peace,
Pastor Charley

Minister’s hours Pastor Charley Eastman is available Sunday to Thursday, with days off on Friday and Saturday. 
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Stephen MInIStRy

Want to join our new Stephen Ministers?
On November 26, 2013, FFC 

became a Stephen Ministry 
Church! Over the past 3 years, 
(pictured at right) Dottie Diskin, 
Dennis Groleau, Dale Maltais, 
Don Goddard, and Steve Kinson 
have undergone 50 hours of 
training and are currently in caring 
relationships, or getting ready to 
start relationships. 

Peggy Maxwell was also commissioned as a Stephen 
Minister, but she is taking time off to practice some self 
care. We thank Peggy for her devotion to this ministry 
and to her care receiver.

In early 2017, another Stephen 
Ministry Leader will be added to the  
team and a new class of Stephen Ministers 
will begin training in Fall 2017.

If you are interested in becoming 
part of this ministry, but do not want 

to become a Stephen Minister, you might make a great 
Stephen Leader. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
use your leadership, teaching and organizational skills. 
You will be sent to Leadership Training for 1 week (all 
expenses paid) in the early part of 2017.

If you are thinking about becoming a Stephen 
Minister, or a Stephen Leader, please talk to Pastor 
Charley or Marilyn Sutcliffe for more information.

— Marilyn Sutcliffe
P.S. You don’t have to wait for one of us to call you!M I N I S T R Y

STEPHEN

MISSIonS

A Habitat success story
Some of you may remember the Habitat for 

Humanity house we worked on in Medway a few 
years back. The Dahl family worked hard alongside 
many other groups in addition to ours, and in October 
2010 they moved in. 

Their youngest child was only a year or so old then, 
and the oldest was in middle school. Today, that middle 
schooler is now in college! 

So much has changed, yet what stays the same is how 
much this family means to each other. Helping them 
achieve their dream of owning a home via Habitat 
is as good as it gets. It’s just another example of the 
difference FFC can make in people’s lives.

— Nancy Ross
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MISSIonS

CWS hygiene kits needed
The Missions Team will be collecting Hygiene Kits 

for Church World Service beginning October 16th 
and ending November 20th.

 There will be a basket in the narthex to place 
your completed kit. Please remember there is a $2.00 
processing fee for each kit. You can include the money 
in the kit or make out a check to the church and give to 
Deb Stiffler. 

Also, please check out the list at right, as there 
have been some minor changes. And remember: no 
toothpaste! They add it to the kit before shipping to 
where they are needed. Please read the important 
information included in issues of Connections for all 
that CWS does around the world.  — Deb Stiffler

to assemble a hygiene kit, please include:
 One hand towel measuring approximately 15” x  28” to »

16” x  32” (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro-fiber)
 One washcloth»
 One wide-tooth comb removed from the package»
 One nail clipper removed from the package»
 One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper»
 One toothbrush in the package»
 Ten standard-size Band-Aids»

All items need to fit inside a one-gallon plastic zipper 
closure bag. Remove excess air from the bag and seal 
before boxing. Do NOT add extra items or toothpaste. 
A tube of extended expiration date toothpaste will be 
added to each hygiene kit just prior to its final journey.

Church world Service began in 
a response to an emergency — a 
world-wide emergency. They came 
together in 1946 in the aftermath 
of World War II and provided food, 
clothing and medical supplies to 
war-torn Europe and Asia.

Today, CWS’s emergency 
response program focuses on 
serving individuals and families 
in disaster-affected communities. 
Immediately after a disaster strikes, 

they are there with kits, clean-up 
buckets, and of course, blankets. 

Then CWS supports communities 
in long-term recovery through 
training and mentoring programs. 
They coordinate directly with 
federal, state, and local agencies, 
bringing together community and 
government resources to help 
ensure everyone has a chance to 
recover.

— Church World Service
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MISSIonS

A letter with news from common cathedral
Dear Friends,

For 20 years we have been here…on the Boston 
Common, on the streets, sitting on park benches, 
standing in doorways, praying in the rain, singing in 
the snow.

We have been here, sharing the good news, providing 
pastoral care for unhoused persons and their friends in 
Boston.

This work that means so much to so many could not 
have been done without YOU!

Your support has allowed us to...
 Worship on the Boston Common for more than »

7,300 Sundays. We have not missed a Sunday in 20 
years!

 Share more than 365,000 sandwiches»
 Welcome more than 800 groups to CityReach — a »

weekend during which housed congregations learn 
about homelessness in Boston — directly from those 
who have experienced it

 Walk more than 4,000 miles during 1,120 weeks in »
Boston - meeting new people, checking in with our 
community

 Offer chaplaincy support to those at Barbara »
Mcinnis House, the respite care facility of Boston 
Healthcare for the Homeless

 Welcome “new” ministries, including:»
 common art, founded locally in the mid-1990s, ›

which became a program of common cathedral in 
1999. For over 17 years common art has met weekly, 
allowing anyone to come off the streets and create 
all kinds of art in supportive community.

 The BostonWarm day shelter, founded in 2014, ›
joined our family of ministries in October 2015. At 
BostonWarm we offer food, rest, charging stations, 
referrals, and non-judgmental support.

common cathedral has changed the lives of housed 
and unhoused persons in Boston. Through this 
ministry of presence countless prayers have been 
offered, incalculable care provided.

In honor of our 20th anniversary...
Your help is needed so we can continue this 

meaningful work. Very generous donors have provided 
matching gifts totaling $20,000. Every dollar raised up 
to $20,000 will be matched. That means your donation 
will have double the impact!

Now is the time to help as we share the good news…
for another 20 years!

Blessings,
Amanda Grant-Rose
Executive Director

P.S. On September 18th, 2016 common cathedral celebrated our 20th anniversary during worship on the 
Boston Common. More information to come in our monthly online newsletters and on Facebook.

“I seen you over there by the fountain, but I wasn’t comin’ over. All my life I been tricked like that. But after a few 
years, I thought, this is for real, and I been comin’ every Sunday. I don’t know what I’d do without it.” — Joyce

“One day I was walking across the Common and I heard this woman say ‘I have some good news’ and I said, this 
oughta be rich, ain’t no good news out here. Guess what, it was peanut butter sandwiches. But I came back, and 
so did she, and we’re still here. This is my church.” — Robert

common cathedral • Originator of the international Ecclesia movement of street churches (1994)
PO Box 51003, Boston, MA 02205 • 611-247-4927 • www.commoncathedral.org



church news

Connections october 201612

ChuRCh CounCIl CoRneR

Welcoming an active autumn of church life
The Council has been busy 

scheduling fall activities, 
rejoicing in Rally Sunday and the 
Christian Education program, 
anticipating the Rummage Sale 
and all the new ideas and the 
Stewardship Campaign. 

We know teachers and door 
keepers are desperately needed to 
ensure there is a Sunday School and 

ask that all who are interested to 
volunteer once a month. 

Please donate school supplies 
that are the fall Christian Education 
mission effort. Thank you. 

Remember the Little Free Library 
and books to share for it is a 
resource and place of joy.

If you have a concern or question 
please speak with a Deacon, a 

member of Church Council and, 
of course, Charley. We are here as 
members of a community of faith 
and representatives of ministries 
and committees. 

You might have an idea that 
would be wonderful. We just never 
thought of it. Please share your 
thoughts as we move into the year. 

— Maridee Kirwin

Boilers scheduled to be replaced The church’s aging boilers are scheduled to be removed and replaced 
with new, efficient boilers in mid-October. Details of the job, as well as an update on the entire Restoration 
Campaign, will appear in the November issue of Connections. — Greg Flynn

Franklin Federated Church 
171 Main Street, Franklin, MA 02038
franklin.federated@gmail.com 
www.franklinfederated.org
(508) 528-3803

A Welcoming and Affirming congregation 

affiliated with the United Church of Christ  

and American Baptist Churches, USA


